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Green Lawns Are Our Specialty
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Shoreham school board
adopts $67.3 million budget
Apr2014

Shoreham tennis courts
wrecked and condemned
Apr2014

Miller Place benefits
spending increasing

Mar 2014

Miller Place school board
adopts $69 million budget
Mar 2014

Port Jefferson library
proposes budget that meets
levy cap

Mar 2014
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home field on the
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Historical Society
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fo catwalk
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The Sunrise Fund at Stony
Brook hosted ifs fifth Little
Miracles Fashion Show and
dinner at Villa Lombardi's ...
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Seventy-six
frombones lead the
Engeman in ‘The Music Man’
Apr 03 2014

Meredith Willson’s 1857 great hit
“The Music Man" recently
opened st the Engeman Theater Phow by Alyssa Melillo
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Sunbsthers heading to any of
the three Suffolk County-owned
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a different ...
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Atlantics will host Elizabeth again on June 1 and play a game to honor one of
the founders of the present-day Smithtown team, Al "OCld Dutch" Dieckmann.
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The vintage baseball community takes pride in its homage to the old days of
the game, many describing it as more of a "gentleman's game" rather than a
battle between the pitcher and batter.

e A Village

by Andrea Moore Paldy

"The rules of baseball
haven't always been the
same," said Kevin "Flash"
Harrison, a member of
the Smithtown Atlantics.
"Today's a power-hitting
game. The game back
then was about who
played the best defense."
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Vintage baseball players
wear baggy pants tucked
into their knee-high socks, pitch underhand, and hit a softer ball with heavier
bats. Men of all ages, even some in their 60s and 70s, contribute. They are
allowed eight balls instead of four while batting and can get a player out after
catching the ball on one bounce, all done without wearing any baseball gloves.

"The whole experience ... gives it a real feel,” said Dean "Dreambucket”
Emma, a member of the Atlantics and the acting field captain for opening day.
It's "like you're back in the 1800s."
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Spectators also enjoy watching the old-fashioned game. Players hit high-flying

pop-ups and hard line-drives, many caught with their opponents' bare hands,
plays that prompt loud cheers from the crowd. For some, vintage baseball
adds a fun spin to their favorite sport. And for others, it's a piece of history
acted out right before their eyes.

MEMBERSHIPS
As low as s22-25 per person/month
FORA FAMILY OF 4

"When you watch a vintage game, it's more engaging for the spectator," said

Neshama Marcus of Highland Park, N.J., whose husband, Dan, plays on the

Resolutes. Marcus watched the game with the young daughter and explained
the ins and outs to her while comparing it with modem baseball.

Although the competition
was heavy on the field, at
4 the end of a long day, all
three teams put it aside
and enjoyed food and
beers at the Pleasant Inn
in St. James, who
sponsored the games
that day.
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| While team captain Ed
"Pigtail" EImore thinks a
championship
tournament is a long shot, he said playing vintage baseball is more about the
experience rather than the competition. "It's a lot more fun. That's the big
thing."

during the game. Photo by Alyssa Melillo
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